10th September 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
RE: COVID-19 INFORMATION AND UPDATES
We are delighted to welcome back our pupils who have adapted to new routines and settled back into
their new classes well – your children have been amazing! New arrangements for lunchtimes and playtimes
are working really well and both staff and children are enjoying running the Golden Mile each day.
I would also like to thank you as parents for your support of the school and that staff – we are all in this
together and finding our way through. Nothing is forever in this world, not even our problems and we will
come through together.
As we begin the first full week of the new academic year, I wanted to take the opportunity to share some
important information with the school community. Keeping you up to date with the relevant information
regarding Covid-19 is essential in these circumstances. I thank those parents who have contacted school to
clarify procedures when necessary.
The Local Authority has provided all schools with a number of letter templates and other information to
share with parents/carers. These letters will only be shared in the following circumstances:
1. Warn and Inform Letter: this explains that someone in the school community has tested positive for
Covid-19, although your son/daughter has not been identified as being in close contact.
2. Outbreak Letter: If there have been two or more confirmed cases of Covid-19 in school, all
parents/carers will be informed, although pupils will only need to self-isolate if they are identified as a
‘close contact’.
3. Close Contact of Confirmed Case Letter: this letter explains that a parent/carer and/or a pupil has been
a close contact of a confirmed case of Covid-19 and must self-isolate for 14 days.
As we work together as a school community, it is important that we only act on factual information.
If you are told or see on social media that there is a positive case in school, it may not be accurate
information and I respectfully ask parents/carers to wait for school to notify appropriate parents if this is
the situation. We don’t want to cause unnecessary or additional anxiety to other families. It could be
that a pupil is at home awaiting the results of another family member and, if the test is negative, would
return to school the next day as long as they do not have any symptoms.
The symptoms of Covid-19 remain as:




a high temperature,
a new, continuous cough or
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

When to self-isolate:
Pupils and parents/carers must self-isolate immediately if:
 They have any symptoms of coronavirus (you are advised to get tested so that the correct
procedures can be followed and Track and Trace can be initiated).
 They have tested positive for coronavirus – this means they have received a positive Covid-19 test
result.
 They live with someone who has symptoms or tested positive
 Someone in their support bubble has symptoms or tests positive
 They are told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace
 You arrive in the UK from a country with a high coronavirus risk – see GOV.UK: how to self-isolate
when you travel to the UK
If a parent/carer and/or pupil think they have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for
Covid-19, but they do not have symptoms and have not been told to self-isolate, continue to follow social
distancing advice, but pupils CAN come to school.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-orconfirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-ofpeople-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person#whatshould-i-do-if-i-am-a-contact-of-someone-who-has-tested-positive-for-covid-19
When to get a test:
Get a test as soon as possible if you or your son/daughter have any symptoms of coronavirus.
Remember, the symptoms of Covid-19 are: a high temperature, a new, continuous cough and/or a loss or
change to your sense of smell or taste
The test needs to be done in the first 5 days of having symptoms.
You do not need to get a test if you have no symptoms.
Please advise the school office, as soon as possible, the result of any Covid-19 tests carried out.
What to do if your child’s coronavirus (COVID-19) test is negative:
You must inform the school office of this straight away. If your child’s result is negative and they are free
of the symptoms for 48 hours and no longer feel unwell, they can return to school as long as they are not
isolating due to being a contact of another symptomatic household member or positive case. Household
members can also end their isolation, unless someone else is awaiting results of a coronavirus (COVID-19)
test.
What to do if your child’s coronavirus (COVID-19) test is positive:
You must inform the school office of this straight away. This is so we can inform Halton Borough Council
and next steps can be taken to protect others.
If your child attended school in the 48 hours prior to the onset of symptoms and up to the point of testing,
we will work with HBC Public Health team and parents/carers to establish any contact that may have been
made with others in the community, both in and out of school. Parents/carers may also be contacted by
the NHS Test and Trace service.
Your child will need to self-isolate for at least 10 days until they feel better and their symptoms have gone.
A cough or lack of taste and smell might last longer than 10 days, but your child can still return to school.
Your household and any other contacts must isolate for 14 days and watch for symptoms. If these appear
then they will need to be tested.

Learning:
Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health
advice, such as quarantine or self-isolation, the school will provide access to remote learning. School staff
will monitor engagement with this activity. This will be in a similar style to the home learning from the
summer term. If a pupil is absent because they are unwell (Covid-19 or any other illness), no learning at
home will be provided.
Communication Reminders
Ensuring we have open home/school communication is crucial to our management of Covid-19. Please
ensure your contact information is up to date as several emails sent at the end of last week ‘bounced
back’. If you have any new contact details, please email the School Office on sec.stbasils@halton.gov.uk
Sending you and all your family our love and best wishes.
With kind regards
A.M. Sheppard
Headteacher

